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Preſent nies bd; &c. 


5 HobLD I agree with you, 

l chat the Outcries and Com- 

pllaints againſt the preſent Ad- 

miniſtration are loud and nu- 
—_ cos, yet I can't help think- 

ing them fo — and groundleſs, that, 

doubt 


(6 ) 

T doubt not, without aſſuming to my elf; 
in any Sort, the Character of an able politi- 

kal Writer, and by Virtue merely of plain 
\ Underſtanding, and Freedom from Preju- 
dice, I ſhall be able to give you ſuch' a 
dear and honeſt Account of Things, as, I 
hope, may prove ſatisfactory, and what, you 


will own, ought to cbnvince all Men who 


have any Candor, as well as Pur to Silence 
thoſe, who have none. 


In che firſt place, theſe Complaints and 


Outcries are not even ſo much as a good 


Foundation for ſuppoſing, there have been 
any Defects whatever in the publick Cbun- | 


ſels: For, in a Frame of Government, like 
ours, there is one Circumſtance, will always 
leſſen the Popularity of a Miniſtry, if not 
their Authority, which is che Continuanct 
of their Adminiſtration. The longer they 
are in Power, the more, Diſcontent, Envy, 
and the Deſire of Change ſtrengthen and riſe 
upon them; new Parties and Cabals ſtart 


up daily; Diſappointments that can't be 


belp d, create Enmities that can t be appeas'd, 
and Hope and Dependance which were their 


Supports at firſt, are chang d into 1 


_ 


a+ : * 


FE Woe, © 
[7 . 
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a and- Revenge, and become their Obſtacles 
| at faſt. Let Faction therefore be ever ſo 
| headftrong, and bear with what Violence it 
will againſt Stateſmen, this makes nothing 
againſt their Abilities and Merit; tis what 
. will happen equally at all Times, whether 
Affairs are conducted with Wiſdom and Suc- 
ceſs, or not: And that they have indeed been 
wiſely conducted by the preſenc Ry; 1 1 
wil inſtantly endeavour to make appear. 


In order then, Sir, to give your Judgment 

| | che ighteſt Direction in this Controverſy, 

and remove any difadvantageous: Ideas you 

may have conceiv'd of the Gentlemen now 

| in Power, either from the Malice and Mic 
repreſentation of Writers againſt them, or 

the weak and unſkilful Defences of ſome 

| who have appear'd for them, I muſt beg 

| the Favour of you to look back with me a 


little, and ſee what State, Affairs were in 
ſome Years — b 
- | | | 
The Peace of Utrecht (exceptionable as it 
was in the whole) provided however for the 
Intereſt of England ſo far, that it left us in 
goed Terpis of F 2 with Spain, the 


People 


(6) 


People whom of all others, it is our Inte. 


reſt to be well with; nor could we have 
fail d to find our Advantage, in the Temper 
they were then in towards us, had our Af- 
fairs been conducted with the Wiſdom they 
might have been; But this was not our good 
Fortune; Opportunities the moſt favourable 
for ſtrengthening this Amity were neglected, 
and Meaſures the moſt deſtructive of it, 


Foundation of the ſeveral Perplexities that 
have ſince attended us: We loſt at once the 
good Will of a Nation, naturally inclia d to 
love us, and who (when left to themſelves) 
prefer our Traffick, to that of every other 
Gountry; a Traffick of greater mutual Ad- 
vantage to both Nations, than that of any 
other 3 


reſpeCvely. 


This Breach with Spain Was — 2 

little patch'd up, (but far from being cur'd) 
by the Quadruple Alliance ; the Spamard, 
full of Hate, was meditating Revenge, when 
a proper Opportunity ſhould fall in his Way, 


and he was not 100 without one. 
925 


And 


were enter d into. This I take to be the | 


— 1 
” — —— — 


| 
('9*) 


And to make Matters yet worſe, the Pow 
er, for whoſe Sake we had chus incend d 
dur beſt Friend, and moſt natural Ally, for 
whoſe Intereſt alone we had gone into fuch 
wild Schemes and Counſels, grewevery Hour 
leſs kind to us, as I take it, for that very 
Reaſbn; the more we oblig d him, the leſs 
tractable he was, and the harder to be 
brought into any thing (tho' ever ſo reafon- 
20 chat was deſir d of him. 


The Want of Wiſdom in publik Coun- 
{els is certainly never more ſeen, than when 
we cultivare the Friendſhip of thoſe Powers, 
Who can do us no Good, and fall out with 
others, who can do us Miſchief; and yer 
from the Conduct of former Adminiſtra- 
tions, and the great Wiſdom and reputed 
Learning of thoſe that preſided in them, 
one r imagine, Macbiavel, and all che 
political Writers bad el quite the con- 


trary. 


9 e other Incidents likewiſe fell out a- 
bout this Time, that look d very unpropitious 
with regard to England. 
* B This 


(100 


This was the State of Affairs when the 
ne nn firſt came into . | 


The anceafobgble Malice of diſuppointed 
| Penſons has indeed thought fit to. point out 
One Gentleman, as the whole Adminiſtra- 
tion; but as I do not conceive, there is any 
ſuch ching. as hat they term a Prime Mi- 
niſter in Great Britain, which is purely a 


Creation of their - own fruitful F. ancies, in 


order to vent their particular Spleen | and 
Reſentment on that One Perſon; 1. ſhall 


chooſe to confine myſelf to the mentioning 


Facts only, which, I doubt not, will ſpeak 
ſufficiently for themſelves, and leave you, 
Sir, to place the Merits or Demerits of them, 
where you judge them to be juſtly due. 


Theſe Gentlemen, then, plainly 1 
from the Complexion of Things, that dark- 
en d yet more and more, that Miſchief muſt 
be gathering ſomewhere. To prevent it whol- 


ly, was perhaps not poflible; the moſt that 


could be done was, to find out early of what 


Nature the Danger was, and in what Matu- 
rity, ſo as not to be ſurprie d and taken at 
unawares, 


» ith. WW IO IY 
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unawares, and to make the beſt Proviſion 
that could be, to meet it: To this End there- 
fore, their whole Vigilance was bent, and had 
ſuch Succeſs, that they effectually tracd out 
and diſcover d the great Event itſelf, that 
ſoon follow d, with the ſeveral Steps that 
led to it; (I mean the Alliance between Spain 
and the Emperor) before i it came to be pub- 
lickly avow' d. 


The great Sxill of a Politician it muſt be 
granted is, to get into the Cabinets of thoſe 
Princes, from whom any thing is to be fear d, 
and timely to create good Diſpoſitions in 1 
thoſe, from whom any thing i oo be hoped: ; 
But to proceed. 


Never was there a Crifis of Affairs ſo ® 
minous for England, as at this Time: The 
League between theſe great Powers (the one 
ſo formidable by his Armies, the other for 
his Treaſures) was now declar'd and glory'd 
in, and the main Scope of it, and the prin- 
cipal Matter concerted by it, was a Deſign 
to deprive this Nation of ſome of their Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and valuable Privileges of Trade, to 


alter the Ballance of Europe, and even to 
B 2 ſtrike 


6229). 
rike at the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment 
of this Kingdom. It is highly , probable , 
that this was agreed on between them at 
firſt, whether it. were formally expreſs'd in 
theit Treaty, or can be prov'd to have been 
ſo, or not: At leaſt it is certain, that ſuch an 
Alliance could ultimately tend to nothing 
elſe, and that the Nature of Things them- 
ſelves would at length lead to chat Reſolu- 
tion. The Motives that induc'd to a Project 
ſo extraordinary, and that at firſt may ſeem 
almoſt incredible in regard of one of them, 
will open: in the equal of theſe Pages. 


* 


48 his Siruation we had: three prone I 
Points to gain. | 


5 _The firſt of them, and without which 
we had been deſtitute. of all human Re- 
ſource, was to keep the French from giving 
into the View of our Enemies, or ' warping 
in the leaſt towards it, and. by degrees, to 
make it leſs and leſs expedient or practica- 
ble for them to do ſo. But what Bars, 
what Obſtacles had the Engh/b Miniſters in 
their Way! The univerſal Hopes and Wiſh- 
es of: ad were againſt them; che known. 
911451 Incli- 


(13) 
Inclinations of ſame of the Stateſmen they 
had to do with, were alſo againſt them; 
and in a Word, every thing ſeem'd to thwart _ 
ſo neceſſary and great a Deſign. 


One would indeed have thought, that no 
Conduct could eaſily extricate us from ſuch 
a Situation. But without enquiring here, 
by what happy Applications to the Inte- 
reſts, Tempers and Underſtandings of Men 
this was effected, that it was effected is 
moſt certain: France united in cloſer Alli- 

ance with us, and kept ſteady to that Alli- 
ance, and by doing ſo, entirely defeated all 
the ſecret Deſigns of thoſe two Powers be- 
fore-mention'd. The Succeſs of all no 
doubt depended here, and the beſt Hopes 
of the Enemies of the Adminiſtration were 
the Hopes they had conceiv'd of the In- 
ſincerity of the French, and of their not 
abiding long by their Engagements: but that 
they flatter d themſelves in this is evident 
the Satisfaction lately given in the Affair of 
Dunkirk (if there were no other) is one 
good Proof of it; the general Hatred which 
all the Jacobites in England bear to the 
Cardinal de Fleury, is a better; that Satis- 

faction, 


— 
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eafily have been evaded, ſhews how firm 

the French are to our Friendſhip; and the 

Jacobites Treatment of his Eminence, ſhews 
how much they deſpair of his. 


Bur Whig makes the Management of hoſe 
concern'd, in this Particular ſtill more to 
their Honour 1s, the Addreſs made Uſe of, 


to keep France in this good Temper to- 


wards us, thro the Revolutions that hap- 
pen d in their Counſels, and thro! ſucceflive 
Miniſtries that came into the Direction, 
with different Views; and 3 aeg 


ing us. 


This was one of the three great Points to 


be gain'd: Our very Being, as a Proteſtant | 


and free People, MY on it. 


Nor were the Adminiſtration while thus 
exiploy d, and in the Progreſs of ſuch ſalu- 
tary Negotiations, regardleſs of the Publick 
in other Reſpects. Attempts were not for- 
got to be guarded againſt, that might in the 
mean Time be made upon us without the 
8 Concurrence of France; and for this End; 


that 


fition, given at a Time, when it might ſo 


( 15) 


chat Fleet under Heſier was ſent to the W efts 


Indies. The Scheme was, to diſarm a pre- 
ſent Enemy; this was neceſſary: And to 
leave the Way open for a future Friend; 
this was politic: The Treaſure therefore of 
the Spaniards was kept back, till it was ren- 
der'd uſeleſs to them, as to all dangerous 
Purpoſes, and that it could not be employ'd, 
with Effect, againſt our ſelves, and then per- 


mitted to be brought home, ſtill taking Care 


not to. aggravate this Treatment, by any 
malicious Hoſtility, or new and needleſs 


Provocation, hut rather bearing ſome Vio- 
lences from them, without making Repri- 


fals; which Way of acting, let me obſerve 
to you Sir, did not ſpring from want of 


Magnanimity, but from the beſt, and 


weightieſt Reaſons (as will more fully ap- 
Pear) that Wiſdom it ſelf, or the Love of 
one's Country could dictate: We had be- 
fore eminently ſoffer d, by a raſh and un- 
due Exertion of national Proweſs and Va- 
Jour ; and we have not now been leſs Gain- 
ers, by the prudent reſtraining of it. 


The next, or ſecond material Point to be 
gain'd, was, to find Means (if Means coud 


(46). 


be found) to diſunite the two Powers, whoth 
Intereſt had now united againft us; nor In- 


tereſt only, but a ſtronger Cement even 
that, via. Hatred and Revenge working in 
them both with the ſame Force, and di- 
rected to the ſame Object. Here indeed 
was a Taſk of Diffieulty, and, you would 


ſay, not to be ſurmounted, if Prudence, Op- | 


portunity, Moderation, could not ſurmount 
all Things: At length therefore (as the Se- 
ries of Affairs ſhews) even this was effect- 
ed; ſuch Meaſures were taken, as to create 
in the Spaniards firſt, Jealouſies of their new 
Ally, by Degrees, doubtfull and irrefolute 
Counſels, a Slowneſs in making good their 
Engagements to him, then a Diſpoſition to 
abate of their Enmity to us; at laſt the ar 
Perſon who made this Alliance i is difgrac'd 
and impriſon d; the Subſidies ſtipulated to 
the Emperor, and for ſome Time punctual- 
ly paid him, are kept back, and tis even 
likely his Imperial Majeſty has had all the 
Perwvian Gold he will ever ber by this 
Canal. 


And thus, what was fo neceſſary (tho 
* and worth Territories to effect) 
was 
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5 | 
was happily accompliſh'd , and cannot, 1 


preſume, be ſaid to be among thoſe Things, 


which any _— * this hk as 
well. by 4 Wy GUY Je 


an e. bs of chat king 
of Tranſactions, which Livy ſays, require 
Time, und Patience, and Reſolution, as gell 
as Shill and Addreſi, to execute, and which. 
do not yield to ordinary Methods of Manage- 
ment, without knowing 1 * eee aun A ä 
eee, 25 . bas 


This was the Su great Particular o to 
be obtain d. 


You ſee now in what Train Things are; 


they go on ſucceſsfully Abroad, and agree- 
/ ably to che Aims and Deſires of the Ad- 


miniſtration: But at Home tis otherwiſe; 
Batter ies of all Sorts are continually playing 
againſt his Majeſty's Meaſures, they are tra- 
duc'd and vilify'd every Week: Libels are 
fill d wich the VEG _ our RR ——— 
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and bat not? Complaints of Merchants —— 


Computations of Loſſes —— now Peace witÞ 
the Expente. of War —— now War under 


the Inaction of Peace and fo on —— 
nor ever did F action breathe with ſo much 


1 this Jolie's Sir, it was, that the Mi- | 
niſtry of England exercis d a Diſcretion, | 
Fortitude, and Sufferance that few Men are 
equal to; and deſpiſing Loads of Obloquy 
and Defamation, continued firm in thoſe 
Meaſures, which alone they knew their 
Covintry in the End could 57 profit 
by. 


We might indeed by inſulting the Coaſts 
of Spain, or ſore other Act of Hoſtility, 
have gain d a noiſy preſent Renown; but 
chat vain Triumph, and the idle Popularity 
ariſing from bombarding a Sea Port, and 
bringing home a few Cargoes of Snuff and 
Trinkets, was juſtly deſpis d by thoſe, who 
were the Guardians of our Welfare: Their 
Buſineſs who had the Care of a Nation 
committed to them, certainly, was not to 
encreaſe the good Will of the Spaniards 


| (19) 

to the Imperialiſis, by encreaſing their ill 
Will to England: It could not be for our 
Intereſt, to eſtrange them ſtill more from 
us, but to endeavour to conciliate them, 
by a forbearing and temperate Conduct, 
and to act in every thing, as might moſt 
tend to recover the _— of a Nation 5 
pſcful to us. | 20K 


The bd of chis Arnity, was ** 
third and laſt great Point to be carry d, and 
what alone could lay the Intereſt of our 
Country in ſure and ſolid Foundations: 
But was this to be done, by reducing Spain 

by Force of Arms to a faithleſs, tempora- 
ry Compliance? Was it to be done by 
only obliging them to ſtifle their Enmity 
for a Seaſon, in order to its breaking out 
with more Fury afterwards? No ſurely 
bluſtering Violence, and the Pomp 


and Terror of Naval Armaments, were 
Methods the moſt oppoſite to this great and 
deſirable End, which could only be brought 
about, by ſinking the Remembrance of In- 
furies in Acts of Friendſhip, and by making 
former Reſentments 58 to 3: prefect Obli- 
gations. 


2 The 
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The a he Walen Daaden to 


Don Curls, was what the Queen of Spain 
had above all things at Heart: Here then 


was an Opportunity of indulging her moſt 


darling Paſſion; this Way ſhe might be 


courted and won: a Plan is accordingly 
form'd for that Purpoſe, the wiſeſt Thing 


in all its Effects and Conſequences, that 


could be thought on, by a Miniſtry in ſuch 
a Situation. This Plan is accepted, and 
0 che Means uy . Fu W tGAITE 
| had! Oe I ſhall leave it, ay aiking 
Notice on Occaſion of what J have been 
mentioning, that it may be a Doubt, whe- 
ther political Authors (even the beſt of 
them) have not contributed more to the 
making bad, than good Stateſmen; and the 
Reaſon J take it is, that the fine Rules and 


Maxims laid down by them, are only of 


Lie, where they meet with Genius and 
Judgment to apply them, and to know 
preciſely how far they are true, and wherł 
the Exceptions, are to be made. It is, for 
Inſtance, a my good general Rule, 70 go 69 
z * * War r 
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War rather than ſuffer Inſults; and yer 
there are many Caſes, in which plainly 
nothing would be ſo miſchievous as the 
Obſervation of ir : To overlook ſmall Inju- 
ries may be the beſt Policy at one Time 


| and the worſt at another. 


I have ſhewn you, Sir, in general, the 
Stare we were in ſome Time ago, and that 
which we are fince arrivd to; the Dangers 
that threatened us, and the Deſigns of our 


Enemies (dreadful as they were) are vaniſh'd 


and defeated ; the Empire and Spazn are 
divided more effectually, than they could 
be by Oceans berween them ; the latter from 
rates an embitrer'd Enemy, is growing into 
a * 85 Friend; while the Views and Poli- 
cy of the French are fo interwoven 'with 
ours, as probably neither leaves it in their 
Inclination, or caſily or ſuddenly in their 
Power, to enter into Schemes prejudicial to 
us, and in Favour of che Pretender. 


As to chat Perſon , the Enzl;/b Nation 
difclaims him on Accoutit of his Religion, 
and Fe! it will be allow'd me, that no 

other 


L230 
other will riſque much for * on that Ace - 
count only. 


The SR” TY of the Adrvinif ration, 
and the three principal Things to be effect- 
ed by i it, have been explain'd. > 


I will now beg you to take 2. very thort 
View, of ſome of the collateral and inter: 


mediate Benefits, that have accrued from 
the Meaſures, his N has been pleas'd 
to take. 


0 the firſt opening of theſe Affairs, the 


mperor's Power was exceſſively to be 


fear d, eſpecially by the Dutch, who were 


at that Time in the moſt defenceleſs Po- 
ſture, nor wanted other Reaſons (beſide the 
Ambition of this Prince) to add to cheir 
Apprehenſions of him. The Oppoſition 


made to the Offend Eaft-India Trade, and 


the bringing of that unfaithful Project to 
nothing, was what could never be forgiven 
either to us, or Holland. England remon- 


ſtrates, and awakens them into a quicker 


Senſe of their Danger; they ſee it, they feel 
it, they provide inſtantly againſt it, aug- 
menting 


f 
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menting their Troops, fortifying their Fron- 
tiers, and coming unreſervedly into all other 
Meaſures for che mutual Defence of — ä 
Nations. 


At the ſame Time, the Nod: where 
the Intereſt of England is ſo much concern- 
ed on Account of our Trade, was by no 
means neglected, but our Fleets were ſent 
ſeaſonably for their Deliverance; and by 
Conventions made with thoſe Princes, new 
Strength was given to our other Alliances, 
and the Dominions of Germany, in Friend- 
ſhip with us, prevented from being thrown 
into Confuſion. | 


All this, it muſt be own'd, could not be 
done without Expence; but ſurely, Sir, it 
was the beſt judg'd, and moſt warrantable 
Expence that could be: The Proteſtant E- 
ſtates of the Empire, and the Powers of 
the North, are united by common Ties, each 
the other's Support, and the Support of 
England; and the ſuffering any of them to 
be diſtreſs'd or weaken'd, were fo far to 
weaken ourſelves, and to take Weight out 
of the Scale which weighs againſt Popery. 

| The 
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The Charge therefore we have been 4d 


in chis Particular, was not for the Sake of 


a ſmall German Duchy, but in reality, for 
the Safety of the whole Proteſtant Inte- 


reſt Abroad, which is ſtrictly ſpeaking our 
on Safety; and the fame Meaſures (ſup- 
us to know, and purſue our true 


Intereſt) muſt equally have been taken, 
tho an EleRor of Hanover, had not been 


King of England; the Complaints made on 


"Gs Head, are ſurely moſt unreaſonable. 5 


In regard then to the North, we have 


undoubtedly held the Ballance of Power 


which has been ſaid (but very untruly) in o- 
ther Reſpects, to have been transfer d to 
other Hands, tho admitting that for Fact, 
it could not in the Tract we now are, con- 
tinue there long, but muſt by a political 


Noceſſity, return vagal to _—_— in whals 


ns it dacht to be. 


We are told indeed, his theo this 3 
Scene we have been a Bubble to - France : 


But how, and which Way? Why truly this 
great Popiſh Power has been, and is a great 


Inſtrument in protecting the Proteſtant ones; 
a their 


4 


of 


( 23*), 
hte labs har Embaſſies, and their 


F have been empl6y'd to dir Uſe 


SOILS. ad we have plalnly bad trat 
We eight arid Credit in their Counſels, 48 tc 
keep chef from precipitating Aa War, and 
as laying hold of the Opportunity before 
them of "invading the Netherlands, and 
extending themſelves on the Side they 
could moſt wiſh it: This, in my humble 
nent, has not the leaſt Appearance of 


| oh Wan, * ok ade” bas 
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And all this 3 it maſt bor ke d- 
obſerv d, the Power of the Emperor (the 


reducing or which within due Bounds, Was 


one of the chief Things in View): declin'd 
inſenfibly, as it were, and of it ſelf : He was 
artfully kept in the Apprehenſion of a War, 
and harraſs'd and worn out by marching his 
Troops, and the E Expences requir d in ſo 
doubtfull a Conjuncture; the Hopes too of 
Supplies of Money, as well from England 
as Spain; are by no unjuſt Precaution taken 
from him, and when his Occaſions requir'd 
it moſt, be had no Wealth to truſt to, but 
his on: Thus the End of War (Which if 
once begun, no one can tell the Conſe? 

D quence 


: ( 26: * 
quence of) was had. 255 it, Adel chat 
d at, in to him, o 
3 ks t the e 
: Congreſſes, and, Negotiations. , [Thele, Sir, 
axe quiet Arts of Canqueſt, and which have 
at once been ptactis d with che greateſt Suc- 
— and ridicul'd with * n we 
8 BY 
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this bc ane forng of * IRE 


D. intermediate, Advantages; . that have 
aroſe from the Britiſh Counſels. © To con- 
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0 Phat has been faid. chro! these "ay as 


no. other, than a plain, wnfore'd Deduction 
from plain Facts; and by. it you manifeſtly 

ee hat the ſeveral Accuſations brought 2. 

gainſt, che publick Meaſures, fall of tham- 


ſelves:; Thar by chem, at teaft, England's 


main Chance: is ſecur'd, and that the Incon- 
venience We may have ſuffer d, beats no 

Proportion, to the Good we have. Rind: 
Von ſee che Stedfaſtneſs, Foreſight and E- 
vent of the Miniſtrys Deſigns, I — 
terity in obviating Miſchief, they no Way 
2 to. 58 Application, their . 455 


(27 * 
dreſs Ter foreign Inte- 
reſts and Affiirs, the Want of which, has 
been d triurphantly objedted to them. eff 


. INS. 19 
The Syn of all i is this 


» 
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„ the Pioteſkiiii Clue h gene- 
ral it "more Danger, than the Gentlemen 
now i Power found it, r in greater, er Safety, 
than they” have brought it 0 Never was 
lan nearer its Ruin, than on their 
coming to the Head of Affairs; nor 
farther ftom it, chan ar this Time 
me affure you, Sir, it 18 no eaſſe Thin 
blunder Falter this Manner, g 5 < 1 55 
Mat great ( Polka aid they ab 15 
Who contriv'd the Quarrel with "Shots and 
the South Sea Project! And how are they 
abus d, to whom we owe our Deliverance 
from the Calamities entail'd on us, by both 
of chem! 80 egregiouſly does the World 


_ miſtake the Talents and kn parte of Men. 


I do not think it neceſſary to add any 
Thing farther in Defence of the Meaſures 
themes: However will juſt hint at ſome 

D 2 of 
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(628) 
of the... very uncommon Difficulties, the 
Conductets of them had to oppoſe them at 


Home, beſide thoſe they met . A= 


broad. 


12 


They bad been 1 Years at the Helm, 


Tranquility thro Europe, and nothing ap- 
gd w a. common Eye, that boaded Di- 
urbance ; But this Scene chang d. as you 

and Sedition that: had 

working before. in ſecret, and making 

1 the br ISIS given. by. a long 

Adminiſtration , to diſtreſs and attack it, 

aid hold of "his Opportunity alſo, In 

ſhort, the Diſcontents and Murmurings a- 

gainſt the Management of the Gentlemen 

concern d, came at length ta a great Height, 


and While they were labouring to reſcue us 


from Evils threatned from Abroad, they 
faw a fiercer and more malignant Oppoſi- 


tion here, than perhaps was ever known; 


Conſpiracies, domeſtic and foreign, at once 
united againſt them. 


- Soon after this, the Pemiſe-of the lte 
* flatter d the Hgemics of the Admini- 
ſtration, 


0 


tration, with the Ruin of it: They wildly 


Cy) 


bop d, the Royal Succeſſor would rake Part 


in their unreaſonable Revenge and perſonal | 


Diſlikes, and were ſo Vlinded with their 
Malice, as not to foreſee, that a wiſe and 


Juſt Prince (who on all Occaſions has ſhewn 


himſelf the true Father of his Country) 
would continue thoſe higheſt in his Favour, 
who had with him conſtantly purſu'd the 
fole End in his View, of making the Nation, 
flouriſhing and happy. You muſt own they | 
had now, Sir, a difficult Game to play; in- 


tricate Pretenſions were to be adjuſted, Coa: 


litions to be effected, of Parties which pri- 
vate Ends had render d moſt oppoſite; new 


Factions were to be contended with, and 


all the Confuſion of particular Intereſts, na- 


tural to a beginning Reign: But nothing 


was WI to the Genius of the Mini- 
ſters; they roſe aboye all the Difficulties, 
that Re Br them, they baffled the Ar- 
tacks of their Adverſaries, and broke and 
diſappointed them in "RY Thing they went 
about, 


And now, Sir, what Figure do theſe Gen- 
flemen make with | you? View them from 


their 


(30) 

their firſt Entrance into Power; ; cbnlſder 
e dangerous Men, hey es, either inca- 
acitated, or fender d infignificane during. 
2 


cheir Adminiſtration; the fuſpicious, an 


Minds, tlley Have ſoſten d, ih Won; th 
er 25 25 haye” circuiiventel; 


G fa 


well. men 
ſteddy, and rs 
We kept under. JO: ET AS 


"Judge then of chiir a and at the 
Time Time Jadge of the Diſcernment, 
Wit of thoſe Perfons, or — their vote, 
who have beftow'd upon em eve 
Ditinction and Title, but that which . 
alone Gebete, of wiſe and pright Men, 


An 904 Hun 
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As to /Ibpotations dat do not affect 158 
in their publick Characters, 1 owe too much 
io m ell to take Notice of them; they re- 
late te ny to their Fortunes, their Fa- 
milies, their Perſons; whatever is foreign 
to the Queſtion itſelf —— and are always 
either impertinent, or abuſive, or dull, or 
all together. I ſhall therefore. leave ſuch 
Topicks, .to Writers of Talents, like theirs, 
05 furniſh them. 


There 
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a a perſonal Nature, which muſt not be paſs'd 


over here: The moſt plauſible Thing urg'd 
by the Miniſtry in the laſt Years of Queen 
Anne, for their Juſtification was, the good 
Policy of deſpiſing the Alliance of the Em- 
peror, and preferring that of Spain. This 
was then. their Defence, and this they now 


Charge upon the preſent Meaſures, as a 
Point not to be defended; the preſent Mi- 


niſters have imitated them, in the only imi- 
table Part of their Conduct, and that they 
defame them for; and what was made the 
Merit of their own Adminiſtration, they 
would, with uncommon Abſurdity, make 
the Crime of this; but Things change not 
their Nature wich Menz Paſſions, nor do 


publick Intereſts vary wich private ones; it 


always was, and always will be the Intereſt 
of England to\keep well with Spain, whe- 


ther Lord B. —— or out of them. 


J hope, Sir, I have made good the Pro- 
miſe I gave you at my ſetting out, and con- 


vinc'd you, that whatever has been ordina- 
rily 
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